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Echo Canyon Fortifications Key « ar 


Historical Point in 1857 Utah War \© 


By SHIRLEY CHATWIN Interesting Chapter ward from South Pass. 

Added dimension has been} The Echo Canyon incident} Lt, General Daniel H. Wells 
given to the history of Echo |constitutes an interesting chap-|was in charge of the campaign. 
Canyon by a newly-constructed }ter in Utah history. - Major Lot Smith and his group 
overlook area from which tour-| The incident was the result|Wwere sent to the vicinity east 
ists can view the massive red/of friction between Mormons|and north of Fort Bridger to in- 
sandstone cliffs where the Mor-/and “Gentile” appointees to | tercept the wagon trains, 
ie Ee oot — ae positions in be NS oe Trains Burned bog down an advancing army, 

ifications, design ernment in Utah. Sever: The first wagon train was en-| The Mormons had ; 
back Johnston's’ army rom lthese appointees had returned |countered on Oct. 4 and the wag_|tunity to text thot fortifications 
passing’ through the canyon, _ /to the East with tales of alleged !onmasters agreed to turn back|for the army made no attempt} 

The overlook area is being | murder, destruction of govern- rather than have their wagons/to move west from Fort Brid-| 
landscaped and a monument has | ment » and general law-|burned.’ But this method of|ger before the sprig of 1858. 
been erected that tells the oe Jessness under what they term-|handling the problem proved un-| By that time it had become ap. 
tory of the gallant group who led the dictatorship of Brigham |successful for the wagons were| parent to the newly-appointed| © 
manned the fortifications. Young. ? turned around again as soon as |Utah govern, APate iS 
Believing that Utah was in|the guerrillas had left. 

a state of rebellion, President| - The second train encountered 
James in ordered 2500|consisted of 52 wagons, only 
to move|one was left unburned, Soon af- 
the |ter 23 other wagons were burn- 

ed 


some of the walls are stili stand- 
ing, Logs, charred to resemble 
cannon barrels were pointed 
over the walls to deceive the} 
enemy. 

Trenches were dug and dams 
thrown across Echo Creek to 


Peace was reached before the 
army reached: that point, how- 
ever, and the fortifications were 
a put to the test. regular army 

Daily Herald 5 |into Salt Lake and b 

TUESDAY, SEPT. 17, 1968 |@Fea “under control 

Utah ‘County, Utah News Reaches Utah d 
—4 "| The news of the advancing |ply wagons and their cargoes 
‘\army. reached Brigham Young|went up in flames within a few 


mons, on July 24, 1857, at Brigh- Holy Crusade 

ton, where they were celebrat-| The feeling of resistance as a 
ing the 10th anniversary of the |sort of a holy crusade is felt in 
arrival of the Pioneers into the |Lot 


ming, ae there was no need 


to figh 
Night Journey 

Tt was April when the new 
governor and his party were 
guided through Echo Canyon. 
Night time was chosen in order 
- oe fears Militiamen 
mi isplay their strength, 
Fires illuminated the canyon 
walls and left a lasting impres- 
sion on the governor. Gis 

An agreement was finally 
reached between Governor Cum. 


ES 


event that Smith and 
his guerrillas should fail to halt 
the army, defense fortifications 
Fort Bridger and Salt 
e. A narrow wagon road ran 

the canyon at the foot of 

’ Strategy Outlined huge cliffs. On top of the cliffs 
The strategy was to fortify all | crude walls were erected to pro- 
routes leading into Salt Lake |vide cover for the riflemen. 
Valley and to harry wagon sup- Still Stand 


feate 28 Gea waa nk 


whe 


. |ming, Brigham Young and Gen- 


built in Echo Canyon be-| 


eral Albert Sidney Johnston 
(with the mediation help of Col. 
Thomas Kane) which resulted 
in ee petty, march- ss : ee, ; 
ing down Echo on, through ; 

SPECTACULAR VIEW available from an overlook area of 
one of Utah’s most historic spots, the Echo Canyon, along 
the new inter-state highway. It allows tourists the opportunity 
to view the massive cliffs where the Utah Militia built 


Utah War was over, 
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